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Jack Kerouac, the Writer French-Canadian Roots
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Jack skipped sixth grade and
entered Bartlett Junior High, a
public school at 79 Wannalancit
Street. Jack then attended Lowell
High School (3) located on Kirk
Street. Maggie Cassidy takes
place during Jack’s senior year at
Lowell High, when he was a
football and track star. Jack began
writing seriously when he was 17.
Among his early influences were
Whitman, Saroyan, Wolfe, and
Thoreau. He earned a scholarship
to Columbia but dropped out his
sophomore year. In 1942, he
worked briefly as a Lowell Sun (8)
sports reporter. After serving in
the merchant marine during World
War 11, Jack moved to New York
to join his family, who had moved
there from Lowell.

Kerouac’s Places

The city of Lowell serves as a
backdrop for many of Kerouac’s
books, in which he describes
various businesses, churches,
haunts, and residences of Lowell.
Some of these still exist. One of
them, St. Jean Baptiste Church,
now Nuestra Senora del Carmen,
Kerouac described as “the
ponderous chartreuse cathedral of
the slums.” Jack’s funeral was held
there. One can also still see the
Bienvenue Social Club and
“Funeral Row,” a series of funeral
homes including Amedee
Archambault & Sons, the site of
Kerouac’s wake. Nearby, at the

corner of Pawtucket and School
Streets, is an elegant old house
builtin 1875 for the industrialist
Frederic A. Ayer. In 1908, the
building became the Franco-
American Orphanage. Behind this
building, the Oblate Fathers, a
Canadian religious order, builta
replica of the Grotto at Lourdes.
Haunted by this grotto, Kerouac
wrote in Doctor Sax, “Everything
there was to remind of Death, and
nothing in praise of life.”

In 1967, Jack married Stella
Sampas and returned to Lowell.
His mother had suffered a stroke,
and his only sister had died
suddenly. While in Lowell, he
wrote another novel, Vanity of
Duluoz: An Adventurous
Education, 1935-1943. He
frequented Nicky’s Bar (4) at 112
Gorham Street, now a restaurant,
and spent many hours at Pollard
Memorial Library (5) as he had
years before with his sister Nin.
Jack expressed thanks in Doctor
Sax for the books that were
always available at the library.

Final Resting Place

Jack Kerouac’s grave is in the
Sampas family plot at Edson
Cemetery, which is located on
Gorham Street two miles south of
the Lowell Connector. A small
flush stone at Lincoln Avenue
between Seventh and Eighth

Streets is marked “Ti Jean, John L.

Kerouac, Mar. 12, 1922 - 1969, -
He Honored Life.”

Artifacts

The Working People Exhibit (6), a
part of Lowell National Historical
Park, located at the Mogan
Cultural Center, 40 French Street,
features a display of Kerouac
artifacts, including a typewriter and
backpack.

For exhibit hours call Lowell
National Historical Park at (978)
970-5000, or stop at the Visitor
Center at 246 Market Street.

Memorial

The Jack Kerouac Commemora-
tive is located in Kerouac Park (7)
on Bridge Street. Dedicated in
1988, the commemorative contains
excerpts from Kerouac’s writings.
The path, with its cross and series
of circles, refers to Kerouac’s
Roman Catholic and Buddhist
beliefs and evokes his lifelong
spiritual quest.

Events

Every fall, the “Lowell Celebrates
Kerouac!” Committee holds a
three-day event in his honor. For
more information, write: Lowell
Celebrates Kerouac, P.O. Box
1111, Lowell, MA 01853.




